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1 . M This communication is responsive to the Applicants' amendment filed February P 9004 

2. 03 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-3,5-11.13-17.19 and 20 . 

3. M The drawings filed on 19 September Pom are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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iiNrUKMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the Applicants' amendment filed February 2, 

2004. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 -3, 5-11,13-17 and 1 9-20 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
ARC layers disposed on metal layers: 

Kumar etal. (US 6,541,164 B1) Sandhu et al. (US 6,727,173 B2) 

Tran et al. (5,982,035) Wang et al. (US 6,1 83,940 B1 ) 

Yang (US 6,169,029 B1). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier'communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ida M Soward whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1845. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 6:30 am to 5:00 
pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amir Zarabian can be reached on 571-272-1852. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more informatipn about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

IMS 

May 7, 2004 




